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Abounding in the Grace of Giving

The word of t hPeoplealye to tsosefimntesith n d
various attitudes and for many r
2 Cor. 9:611, that we should give aid generously and with singleness
purposeln this passage, St. Paul speaks about his collection for relief «
the fellow Christians wi are starving in Jerusalem. The Apostle
compares giving to the needy to sowing seeds, and he says that the har
depends on the sowerods | iberalit

One More Thing to Be Added

Note that God provides the seeds in the first place. The Almighty
who is rch in mercy (Eph. 2:4), has already made the faithful in Corintt
rich in spiritual thingsThey now abond in everythingi in faith, in
speech, I n knowl edge, I n all ndi
8:7).Now they need to abound in one mormdj the grace of giving

When something abounds, it overflows with excd3aa u |l 0 s
need not worry about having en.ou
He sows AndAblessing upon bl essing:«
ample surplus for theineeds and the needs of others (2.Q®). Paul
promises that the result of their generous sowing will be a superabund:
harvest that satisfies the hunger of the poor and inspires mat
thanksgivings to God.

Sowing Mercy Like God Sows Grace

Thus, we lem that we should sow mercy just like God freely scatters
abroad His grace. Paul teaches t
t heir Al i beralityo, t hat | s, t he
God of Providence cares for His Creation foratioer reason than mercy.
When we give to those imeed with the sole intention o&befiting them,
we sow kindness in the same way that God sow$®€éhgvolence.



Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good
work. As it is written: n They have fr eel y tostleegobor; ¢heire
ri ghteousness eNowile whe suppbes seeckto the sower and
bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. (2 Cor. 9:6-11)
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benevolence.

For Reflection

5B

There are many reasons to give: To feel good, to support a cause,
win admiration, to gain a we off on our taxes, to do our duty, to promote
justice, or to bargain with Go#lVe can give out of guilt, pity, or impulse
or because weorlmeeansé our fseadg aré doiogit. But a

test of our motives is thisif we would know that we wodl not gain a
reward for our charity before we opened our wallet, would we dout?
love should reflect the love of Goélnd His love needs no other reason.

Fr. Basil Ross Aden

(Source: www. ancientfaith.com)
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