
REOPENING OF ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH 
 

The clergy and executive council of St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church would like to take this 

opportunity to update you on current developments relating to COVID-19 and their impact on our parish 

life. 

 

As you may know, the Ontario government recently changed its emergency orders to allow the partial, 

phased-in reopening of houses of worship. Therefore, following the current government directives, and 

being guided by Metropolitan Yurij’s Epistle No. 6, we share with you the joyful news that the doors of 

our beloved church are again open to the faithful. 

 

However, the safety of everyone concerned remains our overriding priority. Limitations remain in effect, 

including the requirement (as laid down by the government) that the number of people present at 

services not exceed 30% of the building’s overall capacity. In practice, this means that the total number 

of faithful permitted within our church at any given time is limited to twenty-five (25), which includes 

singers and volunteers. 

 

As we proceed with this stage of the reopening process, everybody will have a role to play to ensure that 

appropriate precautions continue to be taken, in a way that balances the needs of church life with due 

regard for health and safety. In particular, we ask that you please take note of the following: 

 

 

WHAT WE WILL DO TO PROMOTE SAFETY AND UPHOLD PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTIVES 

 

 Sanitize the church before and after each service 

 Ensure the numbers of people entering the church does not exceed the allowable 

maximum 

 Provide hand sanitizer at the entrance 

 Monitor the church during services to ensure that social distancing and other rules are 

followed 

 Await further instructions from Metropolitan Yurij regarding the manner of reception of 

the Holy Mysteries 

 

 

WHAT WE ASK YOU TO DO TO PROMOTE SAFETY AND UPHOLD PUBLIC HEALTH 

DIRECTIVES 

 

 Use hand sanitizer upon entering and leaving the church 

 Wear a mask or face covering (masks will NOT be provided) 

 Maintain appropriate social distance (at least two meters) within and between pews, and 

throughout the church building 

 Refrain from kissing icons, the Cross, or other holy objects (feel free to offer veneration 

that does not involve physical contact, i.e. by making a bow) 

 Continue to support the church, follow our social media pages, and pray for the well-

being of your fellow parishioners and all those around us 

 


